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enemy several times, but his activities had
exhausted him and he died in the midst of
his wars. His only extant work is the Medi-
tations, which has been translated into most
modern languages, and which contains many
beautiful passages that are everywhere famil-
iar. Aurelius was one of the best emperors
Rome had, although his philosophy and the
magnanimity of his character did not restrain
him from the persecution of the Christians,
whose religious doctrines he was led to be-
lieve were subversive of good government.
AURO'RA, in classical mythology, the god-
dess of the dawn, daughter of Hyperion and
Thia, and sister of Helios and Selene (Sun
and Moon). She was represented as a charm-
ing figure, "rosy-fingered," clad in a yellow
robe, rising at dawn from the ocean and
driving her chariot through the heavens.
Among the mortals whose beauty captivated
the goddess, poets mention Orion, Tithonus
and Cephalus.
A reproduction of Guido Reni's famous
painting- Aurora and a type lesson on the
subject will be found in the article Painting.
AUEO'RA, ill., founded in 1834 and
named for the goddess Aurora, in Kane
County, thirty-eight miles west of Chicago,
on the Fox River, whose valley is famous
for its beauty, and on the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy, the Chicago, Aurora & Elgin,
(interurban) and the Elgin, Joliet and East-
ern railroads. There are four city parks,
two of them of fifteen and twenty acres.
Railroad shops of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy are located here, and there are over
a dozen plants employing 300 men each.
The city has Jennings Seminary, for girls,
an Adventist college, two musical colleges, a
Carnegie Library and three hospitals. Auro-
ra became a city in 1857. Population, 1920,
36,265; in 1930, 46,580.
AUEO'RA BO EEAIJS, or NORTHERN-
LIGHTS, the name of a peculiar light seen
in the sky at night, usually in the northern
portion of the heavens. A similar light in
the southern hemisphere is called the Aurora
Australis. The northern aurora has been far
the most observed and studied. It usually
manifests itself by streams of light ascending
toward the zenith from a dusky line of cloud
or haze a few degrees above the horizon and
stretching from the north toward the west
and east, so as to form an arc with its ends
on the horizon. Its different parts and rays
are constantly in motion. Sometimes it ap-
 pears in detached places; at otfier times it
almost covers the sky.
It assumes many shapes and a variety of
colors, from a pale red or yellow to a deep
red or blood color; and in the northern lati-
tudes serves to illuminate the earth and cheer
the gloom of the long winter nights. When
electricity passes through rarefied air it ex-
hibits a diffused luminous stream which has
all the characteristic appearances of the
aurora, and hence it is highly probable that
this light is occasioned by the passage of
electricity through the upper regions of the
atmosphere. The connection between the
aurora and magnetism is also evident from
the fact that the magnetic needle is strongly
affected by it. See electkicity; magnetism.
AUSTEN, jake (1775-1817), an English
novelist whose works give a remarkably clear
picture of the manners and standards of her
day. Her work was greatly admired by Sir
Walter Scott and other eminent writers.
Miss Austen's Sense and Sensibility, Pride
and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, Emma,
Northanger Abbey and Persuasion, abso-
lutely free from sensationalism in style and
plot and giving unadorned pictures of the
lives of the middle classes and gentry, are
always interesting.
AUSTERLITZ, owsfturUte, moravia, a
town in Czechoslovakia, ten miles east of
Brunn, famous for the battle in 1805, in
which Napoleon with 70,000 men defeated
the allied Austrian and Russian armies with
95,000 men. The decisive victory of the
French led to the Peace of Pressburg be-
tween France and Austria on Dec. 26, 1805
Population about 4,000.
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AUSTIN, alfred (1835-1913), an Eng-
lish poet, born near Leeds, the successor of
Tennyson as
poet laureate
of England.
After gradu-
ating at the
University of
London, h e
was called to
the bar, but
soon gave up
the law for
literature. In
1896 he was
made  p o e t	alfred austin
laureate,
holding this position until his death, when

